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ORNAMENT 



This invention relates to an ornament which can be placed indoors or is suitable 
5 for use in, say, a garden or other outdoor focation. 



Many ornaments are known which can be located in 
common ornament type, although other creatures such as 
known. Ornaments which are to be located outdoors 
10 environmental conditions such as rain, frost, sun. 

fabricated from pottery which is fired at sufficient ternperatu 
3nd/or they are glazed with non-pdrous glazes. Other 
metal may be used. 



<\ garden. Gnomes are one 
fairies and animals are also 
need to be resistant to 
Consequently, they are usually 
rtes to render it non-porous 
materials such as plastics or 



15 Ornaments b3sed on plants are known. For example, 

No. 476254 (published 24 June 2003) which shows a bell <i 
. toadstool or mushroom) sitting atop a curved stalk (Figure 1 
point at its upper end on which the bell is supported, the bell 
on, or rotate about the stalk, in the wind. When a plurality of 

20 in close proximity, the wind can causes the bell of one to 
adjacent ornaments, thereby causing a chime effect. With 
may be fabricated from pottery to enhance the chiming or ring 



numir 



ring 



see our US Design Patent 
nally in the shape of a 
). The curved stalk has a 
1 hereby being free to pivot 
s^ch ornaments are placed 
on the bells or stalks of 
iiuch ornaments the bells 
ng effect. 
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lo our prior art ornaments. 



10 



Certain problems have been discovered in relation 
Firstiy, the movement of the bell on the stalk is not very 'life-like' because the bell is 
supported on a spike. Secondly, in high winds the bell car be blown off of the stalk. 
Also, the stalk cannot stand upright on a fiat surface. 

Other problems which may be experienced with our prior art ornament include, it 
the force required to embed the pointed end of the stalk into the ground if the soil or 
substrate into which it is to be forced is not sufficiently moist {a pottery point is not very 
pointed). Fourthly, in larger versions it can be difficult for sor ne (the physically impaired 
for example) to manipulate the stalk and force it into the ground, irrespective of the 
substrate conditions. 



It is an object of this invention to provide a new ornament which has a more 
realistic action than those previously proposed. It is a fuither object to provide an 
15 ornament which avoids one or all of the above-discussec 
associated with prtor art ornaments. 



an 



Accordingly, a first aspect of the invention provides 
a toadstool or mushroom having a bell and a stelk interconnected 
20 means which, in use, renders the bell moveable with respect 



problems which may be 



ornament in the shape of 
by flexible connection 
to the stalk 



A further, and more specific aspect of the invention, provides an ornament in the 
shape of a toadstool or mushroom having a bell and a stalk) interconnected by flexible 
connection means which, in use, renders the bell capable of restricted vertical 
25 movement with respect to the stalk. 



mailable 



Copy 



10080102 16-Sep-03 02:42^] 



Sent By: LAURENCE SHAW & ASSOCIATES; 



01214544523; 



1B-Sep-03 14:53; 



Page 6/13 



3 



Preferably said flexible connection means is a sprifig, preferably formed from 
metal, advantageously stainless steel or other corrosion resistant metal. Said flexible 
connection mean? may alternatively comprise a hollow or solid plastics or rubber tube. 
5 In either or ail cases, said flexible connection means is elongate with one end thereof 
connected to the stalk and the other end connected to the bell. 



Preferably the stalk carries a connection part at a prjoximal 
thereto of said flexible connection means. The stalk connection 
tO ^ndfor may comprise a screw thread. 



15 



2d 



the 



Preferably, the underside of the bell, at or about 
connection part for attachment thereto of said flexible connection 
connection part may be tapered and/or may oumprise a screvlr 



Preferably, the stalk is hollow. It may have a socket at 



a distal end thereof. 



The distal end of the stalk may have an outwardly fjared portion to provide $ 
relatively wide base. 



The ornament may further comprise a spike, one enc 
said socket and the other end of which defines a substrate 
forceable into the ground or other substrate on which the orna|ment 
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part may be tapered 



apex thereof carries a 
means. The bell 

thread. 



of which is receivable in 
penetrating point which is 
is to be located. 
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Preferably the bell and the stalk are made of 
One or both of the bell and the stalk may be fabricated 
metai, plastics or wood. 



Preferably, the bell and/or the stalk are cast and then 



The bell and/or the stalk may be glazed with weather resistant glaze 
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pottejry, fired to bo non-porous, 
frofrn other materials, such as 



Fired. 



A further aspect of the invention provides a 
10 mushroom or toadstool-shaped garden ornament, the 

or both of a bell and a stalk and interconnecting the bell 
, connection means such that the bell is moveable with respec: 



A further aspect of the invention provides a kit of paits for a garden ornament 



15 the kit comprising one or more bells, one or more stalks 



method of manufacturing a 
method comprising casting one 
and the stalk with flexible 
to the stalk. 



and one or more flexible 



connection means, a ball and stalk being inter-connectable by said resilient means. 



A yet further aspect of the invention provides a 
reminiscent of, a stalk of mushroom or toadstool connectab|e 
20 the other end terminating in a flat base portion having a 
Spike, the base portion being of wider diameter than the 



f talk in the shape ot, or 
^ at its one end to a belJ, 
to receive a spigot of a 
remajinder of the stalk. 



socket 



Preferably, the ornament is suitably weather resistanjt 
other outdoors location. 



25 



All -ABL£ 



COpy 



for use in the garden or 
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• In order that the invention may be more fufly u 
described, by way of example only and with reference to thle 
in which: 



Figure 1 is a prior art ornament; 
Figure 2 is a vertical section through an ornament O' 



soil. 



Figure 1 shows an ornament 100 for a garden 
10 sitting atop a curved pottery stalk 102. Both ends of the Stalk 
103 (only one shown). The bell 101 has a dimple on the 
the upper point of the stalk 102 is located. The lower 
substrate, say earth or soil. 



poi: it 



15 In use, the bell 101 is pivotable and rotateable on i\\e upper point 103 of the 

stalk 102. 



In use, and when installed in a garden, wind can caUse 
the stalk 102. If the bell 101 contacts a bell or stalk of an 
20 produces a ringing sound, like a wind chime. 



Figure 2 shows an ornament 10 having a bell 1 an J 
having intended upper 2a and lower 2b ends. 



iderstood, it will now be 
accompanying drawings, 



the invention, received in 



corrjiprising a potlery bell 101 
102 are formed with points 
underside of its apex in which 
103 is forceaole into a 



the beil 101 to mrM on 
adjacent ornament 100 it 



a hollow curved stalk 2 
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The bell 1 is provided with a tapered screw portion 1 located on the underside 
of the apex of Ihe bell 1. The stalk 2 carries a tapered screl portion 5 at its upper end 
2a. A ledge or shoulder 6 is present between the tapered sJew portion 4 and the upper 
end 2a of the slalk 2. 

A metal coiled spring 7 is wound around each of thej tapered screw portions 4, 
5. to interconnect the bell 1 to the stalk 2. 

The lower end 2b of the stalk 2 has a socket 8 in which is ramoveably located a 
10 spigot 1 2 of spike member 1 1 . the other end of the spike member 1 1 terminating in a 
ground-penetrating point 13. 

To fabricate the ornament 10. the bell 1 and stalk 2 a[e c:ast from a ceramic slip 
as is well known. The tapered screw portions 4, 5 are separately cast from a ceramic 
15 slip. These are then left to dry to a 'green condition'. OncJ the parts 1, 2. 4, 5 have 
dried sufficiently to he handleable, the bell screw portion 4 id attached to the bell 1 and 
the stalk screw portion 5 is attached to the ledge or shouldet- 6 at the upper end 2a of 
the stalk 2 using further slip as an adhesive. The bell 1 and stalk 2 are then fired at 
1180 to 1200 *C to ensure that the pottery is non-porous. Ttje belt 1 and/or the stalk 2 
20 are glazed and re-fired. 



The ornament 10 will usually be supplied as a kit rrlade up of bell 1, stalk 2, 
spring 7 and plastics spike member 11. The spring 7 is screwed onto the bell tapered 
screw portion 4 and then the tapered screw portion 5 of the ktalk 2 is screwed into the 
25 spring 7. The spring 7 is usually formed of metal, say stainless steel, although other 



^ Copy 



10080102 16- Sep- 03 02"742~ 



Sent By: LAURENCE SHAW & ASSOCIATES; 



01 214544523; 



18-Sep-03 14:54; 



Page 10/13 



materials may be used and is sized such that it has a diameter 
of the tapered screw portions 4, 5 such that if gripping ly 
portions A, 5 when screwed thereon. 



slightly smaller than that 
ehgages said tapered screw 



N the ornament 10 is to be used outside, the point 
forced into the ground E and the ornament 10 (/.©. the sockol 
over the spigot 12. 



The use of the spike member 1 1 is advantageous rj 
i0 prior art stalks 102 were up to eighteen inches long and 
difficult to insert into earth. Also, the point. 13 of the spike 
more 'pointed' than is possible with pottery spikes 103 



If the ornament 1(J Ls to be located inside, the lower 
i s outwardly to be of sufficient size so that the ornament 10 can 
on a flat surface. 



13 of spike member 11 is 
8 of the stalk 2) is placed 



ecause some of the larger 
i^ere quite unwieldy and/or 
member 11 can be made 



4nd 2b of the stalk is flared 
balance and stand upright 



and 



Whilst a spring 7 is preferred, it may be replaced witp 
or sleeve which fits over tapeied purliuns on the bell 1 
20 means may also be used. The spring 7 allows free movemerjt 
to the stalk 2. providing a 'natural-look" swaying action of the 
be appreciated that a spring 7 will allow the bell 1 lo rnuve 
in an arc about the a*is of the spring .7. Thus the degrees o 
thft bell 7 are greatly improved over prior art ornaments 100 



25 
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stalk 2. Other resilient 
of the bell 1 with respect 
befl 1 on the stalk 2. It will 
vertically as well as pivotally 
freedom of movement of 
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ft the bells 1 of adjacent ornaments 10 collide they cMme. The ornament may be 
used with prior art ornaments 100 to provide a display. 
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